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Exercise  
 

Getting To Know Metadata 
 
In this exercise, you will select a metadata file from the provided course data folder (or 
you may choose a metadata file from a different source if you wish). Your record may
or may not provide all the information asked for here. What you should focus on while
working through this exercise is whether or not the record you have chosen provides
an adequate level of information to be beneficial to a user..  
   
Answer the following questions from the metadata file: 
 

1. What is the purpose of this data set? 
 
 

2. When was this dataset developed? 
 
3. What is the scale of this dataset? 

 
4. What sources were used to develop this dataset? 

 
 

5. Is this dataset complete? 
 
 

6. Who is the point of contact for this data set? 
 
 

7. Is there a URL (i.e. ftp site) provided in the metadata where this dataset can be 
downloaded? 

 
 

8. What is the size of the geospatial data file? 
 
 

9. How many attributes are listed in the metadata file?  Are descriptions of these 
attributes included? 

 
     10. What other questions do you have about this spatial data file that are not clearly
           answered by the metadata file?   
 
     11. Is the list of bounding coordinates of immediate interest to you (do they have 
           much meaning to you now)?  What do you think that the bounding coordinates
           are most often used for?  




