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SSURGO SOILS 

 

Identification Information:  

Citation:  

Citation Information:  

Originator: NRCS USDA  

Publication Date: various  

Title: Soil Survey Geographic Database SSURGO  

Edition: various  

Geospatial Data Presentation Form: vector  

Publication Information:  

Publication Place: various locations  

Publisher: NRCS  

Online Linkage: http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/stssaid.html  

Description:  

Abstract: Field mapping methods using national standards are used to construct the 

soil maps in the Soil Survey Geographic (SSURGO) data base. Mapping scales 

generally range from 1:12,000 to 1:63,360; SSURGO is the most detailed level of 

soil mapping done by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). SSURGO 

digitizing duplicates the original soil survey maps. This level of mapping is designed 

for use by landowners, townships, and county natural resource planning and 

management. The user should be knowledgeable of soils data and their 

characteristics. Website: 

http://lighthouse.nrcs.usda.gov/gateway/gatewayhome.html  

Purpose: Examples of information that can be queried from the data base are 

available water capacity, soil reaction, salinity, flooding, water table, and bedrock; 

building site development and engineering uses; cropland, woodland, rangeland, 

pastureland, and wildlife; and recreational development.  

Supplemental Information: SSURGO is linked to a Map Unit Interpretations 

Record (MUIR) attribute data base. The attribute data base gives the proportionate 

extent of the component soils and their properties for each map unit. The SSURGO 

map units consist of 1 to 3 components each. The Map Unit Interpretations Record 

data base includes over 25 physical and chemical soil properties. CRDATE="various" 

REVDATE="various" LANGUAGE="" SCOPE="" TOPIC="" TYPE_OF_FUNDING="none" 

PROJECTED_COST="" BUDGETED_COST="" AGENCY_NAME="" 

PARTNERED_FUNDS="" FEES="$50 for distribution on CD"  

Time Period of Content:  

Time Period Information:  

Range of Dates/Times:  

Beginning Date: 10/2003  
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Ending Date: 10/2004  

Currentness Reference: present  

Status:  

Progress: completed  

Maintenance and Update Frequency: asNeeded  

Spatial Domain:  

Bounding Coordinates:  

West Bounding Coordinate: -180  

East Bounding Coordinate: 180  

North Bounding Coordinate: 90  

South Bounding Coordinate: -90  

Data Set G-Polygon:  

Keywords:  

Theme:  

Theme Keyword Thesaurus: none  

Theme Keyword: soil survey  

Theme Keyword: soils  

Theme Keyword: soil geographic database  

Theme Keyword: SSURGO  

Place:  

Place Keyword Thesaurus: Counties and County Equivalents of the States of the 

United States and the District of Columbia (FIPS Pub 6-3)  

Access Constraints: none  

Use Constraints: none  

Point of Contact:  

Contact Information:  

Contact Organization Primary:  

Contact Organization: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service  

Contact Person: Ken Lubich  

Contact Position: National Soil Survey Digitizing Coordinater  

Contact Address:  

Address Type: mailing and physical address  

Address: USDA-NRCS, 6515 Watts Road, Suite 200  

City: Madison  

State or Province: WI  

Postal Code: 53719-2726  

Contact Voice Telephone: 608-276-8732 ext. 248  

Contact Facsimile Telephone: 608-276-5890  

Contact Electronic Mail Address: ken.lubich@wi.usda.gov  

(cnturl):www.nrcs.usda.gov  
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Data Quality Information:  

Lineage:  

Source Information:  

Spatial Reference Information:  

Horizontal Coordinate System Definition:  

Planar:  

Planar Coordinate Information:  

Distance and Bearing Representation:  

Distance Resolution: 2 meters  

Distribution Information:  

Resource Description: Geographic Activities  

Distribution Information:  

Distributor:  

Contact Information:  

Contact Organization Primary:  

Contact Organization: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Serivce - NCGC  

Contact Person: Tommie Parham  

Contact Position: Director, National Cartography and Geospatial Center  

Contact Address:  

Address Type: mailing and physical address  

Address: 501 Felix Street, Bldg 23,  

City: Ft. Worth  

State or Province: Texas  

Postal Code: 76115  

Contact Voice Telephone: 817-509-3400  

Contact Facsimile Telephone: 817-509-3469  

Contact Electronic Mail Address: tparham@ftw.nrcs.usda.gov  

(cnturl):www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov  

Resource Description: SSURGO  

Distribution Liability: none  

Metadata Reference Information:  

Metadata Date: 20030604  

Metadata Contact:  

Contact Information:  

Contact Organization Primary:  

Contact Organization: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service  

Contact Person: Christine Clarke  

Contact Position: GIS Coordinator  

Contact Address:  

Address Type: mailing and physical address  



 SSURGO Metadata:  Page 4 of 4 

Address: 5601 Sunnyside Ave, MS5475  

City: Beltsville  

State or Province: MD  

Postal Code: 20705  

Country: USA  

Contact Voice Telephone: 301-504-2267  

Contact Facsimile Telephone: 301-504-2230  

Contact Electronic Mail Address: christine.clarke@usda.gov  

(cnturl):www.nrcs.usda.gov  

Metadata Standard Name: Content Standards for Digital Geospatial Metadata  

Metadata Standard Version: 19940608  

 

ESRI Metadata 

Published Document ID: {E44856F4-0B43-11D8-BFAA-080020E92216}  

Input Source: GeoData XML Upload  

Content Developer Type: Central  

(resourceType):010  

(resourceSubType):acquisition  

 

GOS Metadata 

GOS:  

Rating: Primary 
 


