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Exercise 
   

Searching for Geospatial Metadata 
 
For this exercise, we will be using the Geospatial One-Stop Geodata.gov portal to search 
for data of interest.  
 
To access the portal, go to http://gos2.geodata.gov. This is the main page for the GOS 
portal. On the top of the page, click on the “Search” link. This takes you to the main 
search page. You can either do a simple search from here by typing a keyword in the 
“What” box, and then either typing a location term in the “Where” box, or draw a 
bounding box on the map. 
 
If you choose to do the advanced search, click on “Show Advanced Search Options” link 
to reveal the other search options available to you. With the advanced options, or you can 
choose a specific time frame to search on, or you can select a specific content type or data 
category to search on. You can also specify whether the metadata that is returned must 
represent data that falls completely within your bounding coordinates, or merely intersect 
those coordinates. Finally, you can choose to sort your results based on relevance, date, 
title, or size of the area covered by the data set. 
 
Try several searches using terms you are interested in and are familiar with. Try some 
searches using general terms, and others using more specific terms. Take note of what 
searches give you the best results. When you find some metadata you are interested in, 
save it to your desktop. We will use that metadata in exercises 2 & 3. 
 
Once you have done several searches with the portal and feel comfortable in its use, try 
doing similar searches using Google. Compare the metadata you find with Google with 
those you found using the portal.  
 
1.  Which system did you prefer (Google or GOS)?  
 
2.  Which system returned better results?  
 
3.  Which system will you be more likely to use in the future?   
 
4.  Are there other metadata clearinghouses that you prefer working with?  If so why?   

 
      5.  What capabilities / other would you like to see in a metadata clearinghouse? 

 
 


