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Mark Duewell        January 8, 2007 
GIS Specialist Sr. 
8 Stewart Hall 
Columbia, MO 65211 
 
Subject: Letter of Support 
 
Dear Mr. Duewell, 
 
I am writing this letter of support for the Mid-America Geographic Information Consortium’s 
(MAGIC), 2007 - NSDI Cooperative Agreement Program (CAP) Proposal,  
Category 1: FGDC-Endorsed Standards Implementation Assistance and Outreach, MAGIC Metadata 
Triage:  Enhancing Local Government’s Ability to Create and Maintain Compliant Metadata through 
a MAGIC Regional Approach.  
 
One of the standards that has been instrumental in the success of the National Spatial Data 
Infrastructure (NSDI) is the Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata (CSDGM). Without 
metadata to document the ownership, accuracy, quality, lineage, attribution, spatial reference, and 
distribution of geospatial data, the data is useless to those unfamiliar with it.  
 
The Project Lead for this proposal has demonstrated his ability to promote, educate, and champion 
this standard through two previously awarded CAP grants in which no-cost geospatial training was 
provided to local governments in exchange for local data for the NSDI through The National Map. 
The importance of this type of training cannot be overstated.  To create a truly successful NSDI, 
consistent and widespread training in the use of the CSDGM must be administered.  
 
Considering the extensiveness of the partners included in this proposal (Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma and South Dakota), it is difficult to imagine a more 
efficient use of funds. The training materials produced through this project, in addition to the training 
provided by the geospatial professionals of the MAGIC will continue to benefit the geospatial data 
community for years to come.  
 
This proposal provides a long term solution to a continuing effort to provide useful geospatial data 
and to further the use of FGDC standards in that effort.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Leslie Bearden 
USGS Standards 
FGDC Certified Metadata Trainer 
 
 

 


