Exercise

Importing, Updating, and Exporting
Metadata in ArcCatalog

In this exercise, you will import an XML file into ArcCatalog. You will then update the
file after it has been imported.

You will be working with metadata that is associated with a centerline file of the
Appalachian Trail.

I. Importing the file

Instructions:
A. On your CD, copy the Data folder to your hard-drive (place it on your desktop)
B. Using windows explorer, notice that there are 3 metadata file formats (text, XML,
and SGML)
C. Start ArcCatalog, and navigate to the Data folder on your desktop using the
ArcCatalog explorer tree
D. Notice the following files are visible in ArcCatalog:

ak_renterline

at_centerline
[x] at_centerline

——

E. Click on the AT_Centerline shapefile, and press the metadata tab in the view
window. Notice that the metadata has not been imported (most of the fields are
still empty)

F. On the metadata toolbar, make sure that <FGDC ESRI> is the predefined style
sheet. Then click on the <Import metadata> button.

Styleshest  [FGDC ESAI ~| o & 3.1

G. You will import the SGML file, so make sure that this option is selected (see
below)

H. Click on the Browse button, and navigate to the DATA folder where the
<at_centerline.sgml file is located (on your desktop)
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Import Metadata

v Enable autornatic update of metadata

s | Cancel

I.  Notice that the file has been imported, and is now directly associated with your
at_centerline.shp file.

J.  Notice that the name of the metadata file has defaulted to the name of your
shapefile. You will want to provide a more descriptive title to this metadata file.

Remember:
ArcCatalog can import data in the following formats:

-FGDC CSDGM TXT
-FGDC CSDGM XML
-FGDC CSDGM SGM
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I1. Updating the metadata file

A. Click on the Edit Metadata button

Styleshest.  |[FGDC ESAI - A\E Y 5

B. The metadata editor dialogue box should appear....

E! Editing ‘at_centerline’

Identification Drata Cuality Data Organization  Spatial Reference Entity Attribute Dristribution tetadata B eference
General l Contact I Citation I Time Period ] Statug ] Spatial Damain ] Kewwords | Browse Graphic I Security ] Cross Reference I
D ezcription
Abshach Thig data et reprezents the mozt current depiction of the Appalachian Mational Scenic Trail centerline. Locational e
siract information uzed to create thig data get were obtained from both Global Positioning Systems [GPS] survey data collected +
Purass: Thig data get waz developed to provide & depiction of the Appalachian Mational Scenic Trall in an ugable and eazily 2
pase: tranzferable format between parties 2o that it can conectly be reprezented on digital and printed maps; to azsist staff -
Language: |en
Supplemental |The Appalachian Mational Scenic Trail is a footpath of approsimately 2,169 miles in length that raverses the e
Information:  |Appalachian Mountaing from Maine to Georgia. |t paszes through 14 states and approximately 241 jurisdictions, and -
ACCess Itiz azked that proper citation be used an any materials [digital or prinked] it which this information appears.
Constraints:
Uze Although a large partion of this data iz quite accurate, the infarmation depicted inthis data set is far general reference E
Canstraints: purposes only and does nat represent legal survey information. The Appalachian Trail Conference, the Mational Park A
gatg'tSEt ‘Appalachian Trail Conferene and Mational Park Service Appalachian Trail Park Office
redit;
Mative Data Set|picrasaft wWindaws 3P Wersion 5.1 (Build 2600) Service Pack 2; ESRI ArcCatalog 9.1.0.722
Ervironment;
Mative Data Set r
Format |Shapeflle
Save LCancel Help

C. Obviously, updating the Title is easy. The difficult part is determining WHERE
(i.e. identifying the proper tab in this dialogue box) the <Title> element is
located!!!
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D. When you find the Title element, enter a more descriptive title (i.e. Appalachian
Trail Centerline) and hit <SAVE>
E. Notice that the title in the metadata record is updated.

1. Exporting the metadata file

After metadata files have been updated, they will likely need to be exported so that they
can be disseminated to others, or posted to a metadata clearinghouse. You can probably
guess how this process works already, but let’s run through it...

A. Make sure that Appalachian Trail Centerline metadata file that you updated
(above) is visible in the ArcCatalog window (and it does not matter which style
sheet you are using).

B. Click on the Export Metadata button

Stylesheet: |FGDEESHI j ﬁ ;51‘ L_fﬂ @

C. You will export this file to an FGDC CSDGM SGML format®. Give your
metadata a unique name (i.e. exported MD) and save it to your /desktop/data

folder
Export Metadata EIE|
Location: |C:ADOCUME 1 4meg LOCALS 14T emp'at Browse...

Format;

FGOC CSOGM (SGML]
FGOC CSDGM (THT)
FGEOC CSOGM [XML)

T Cancel |

D. Once the file has been exported, open it to make see what it looks like. Try
exporting the data set to other formats (save in the same desktop/data folder on
your desktop) Note that you can also export an FAQ style metadata file (under the
Format option...).

! Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata
(CSDGM) Standard Generalized Markup Language (SGML)
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