science for a changing world

TO: NSDI Cooperative Agreements Program
FROM: USGS NSDI Liaison for Missouri and Nebraska
DATE: January 8, 2007

SUBJECT: Letter of Support, MAGIC NSDI CAP Proposal;

This|letter isto express my support for The Mid-America Geographic Information
Consortium (MAGIC) 2007-NSDI Cooperative Agreement Program (CAP) Proposal -
Category 1: Metadata Trainer and Outreach Assistance —to develop a Metadata Training
Center for the eight MAGIC states. This CAP proposal is being led by Mark Duewell,
Project Manager at the Missouri Spatial Data Information Center (MSDIS), which has
been awarded two CAP Grants. | have worked closely with Mark on the previous two
CAP Grants and am very impressed by the amount of effort and quality of the work that
has been accomplished on these grants. In particular, MSDIS solicits and receives
support throughout the GIS community, and in this case has discussed the proposal and
won support from the MAGIC States. One of the findings from the 2004 CAP activity
has been on the lack of metadata available from the local community. This CAP project
promises to help rectify this problem throughout the MAGIC states. AsaGIS
consortium, MAGIC is committed towards development of the NSDI and will fully
support this proposal.

The cost free, regional, metadata “ train-the-trainer” approach advocated in this proposal
should provide the expertise to local governments that will significantly improve the
documentation of the local data throughout the MAGIC region.

| hope that the continued commitment of MSDIS to provide a standard approach to local
training via this grant will promote the goas of The National Map project. If | can
provide any additional information, please fedl free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Raymod 8 Fx

Raymond B. Fox



