science for a changing world

January 8, 2007

Mark Duewell

MSDIS Program Manager

GIS Speciadlist Sr.

8 Stewart Hall

University of Missouri-Columbia
Columbia, Missouri 65211

Dear Mr. Duewell:

Asthe USGS Geogspatial Liaison for the State of lowa, | would like to express my

support for the Mid-America Geographic Information Consortium’s (MAGIC) 2007
NSDI Cooperative Agreement Program (CAP) proposal—MAGIC Metadata Triage:
Enhancing Local Government’s Ability to Create and Maintain Compliant M etadata
Through aMAGIC Regional Approach. As more and more local entities produce
geospatial data, it is essential that this datais appropriately documented. This
documentation, through metadata, hel ps those people in locating and using their own data
aswell aslocating and using data produced by others.

One of my major objectives asaUSGS liaison is to seek and acquire geospatial data that
will contribute to the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI), The National Map, and
our partners’ needs. It isimperative that this data be documented through metadata that
is endorsed and approved by the Federal Geographic Data Committee. Not only doesthis
proposal meet this objective, but it ensures that the metadata training isdonein a
consistent and uniform manner and also promotes the importance of metadataon a
regional level.

The State of 1owa has been very proactive in educating State and local government
organizations in the importance of metadata through training and workshops over the past
few years. This, in part, was accomplished through a NSDI Cap Grant awarded to the



lowa Geographic Information Council in 2004. MAGIC’s 2007 proposal will continue
the promotion of metadata and provide valuable training on a grander scale by ensuring
that more local government agencies receive this training and as a result create metadata

for everyone's needs.

Sincerely,
Robert M. Lemen
USGS Geospatial Liaison for lowa



